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1990 ANNUAL REPORT 
(i Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
I 

, Purpose 
The Game and Parks Commission is charged with managing and control-
ling the state's wildlife, parks, and outdoor recreational resources in the best 
long-term interest of the people . 
To accomplish that purpose, the Commission plans and implements its 
policies and programs efficiently and objectively; maintains a rich and 
diverse environment in Nebraska's lands and waters; provides outdoor recrea-
tion opportunities; manages wildlife resources for the maximum benefit of 
the people and attempts to help Nebraskans appreciate their role in the 
natural world. 
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Complete copies of each division's annual report may be obtained by 
contacting the individual division at Game and Parks Commission Head-
quarters, 2200 N. 33rd, Lincoln, NE 68503 . 
Administration 
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Administration of the Game and Parks 
Commission provides support services 
for all divisions through the following 
offices and functions: Personnel; Pur-
chasing and Inventory; Internal Audit; 
In-service Training; Aircraft Operations; 
Word Processing; Headquarters Main-
tenance and Telephone Switchboard; and 
Staff Assistants, Secretarial and Clerical 
Personnel in the district offices. Liaison 
with the Legislature and assistance to the 
Director's Office are also provided. 
PERSONNEL 
Functions of the Personnel Section in-
clude administration of payroll, worker's 
compensation, retirement, insurance, ac-
cident reports, perfonnance evaluations, 
personnel records and preparation of the 
personal-services portion of the agency's 
operational budget. 
The labor contract between the state 
and the Nebraska Association of Public 
Employees, Local 161, American F edera-
tion of State, County and Municipal 
Employees represents 212 agency 
employees. The labor contract with the 
State Law Enforcement Bargaining 
Council represents 51 agency employees. 
The Personnel office acts as liaison to the 
St~te Labor Relations Administrator. 
The agency hired 23 new pennanent 
employees in 1990 and 16 employees 
were promoted/reclassified to higher 
positions. Total turnover for 1990 was 3. 7 
percent (16 employees). 
Numerous letters on employment pos-
sibilities and career information were 
received and answered. Replies were 
made to surveys regarding salary, 
benefits and personnel turnover. 
Personnel conferred with the Office of 
Risk Management regarding worker's 
compensation cases. Worker's Compen-
sation claims paid for the fiscal year en-
ding June 30, 1990 totalled $178,205.64. 
Game and Parks Commission 
employees were involved in 29 motor 
vehicle accidents in 1990. 
PAYROLLS: 
Pennanent -
Total wages paid: $10,156,986.87 
Average number of employees per 
month: 428. 
Temporary-
Total wages paid: $2,466,301.41 
Average number of employees per 
payroll: 328 
Largest payroll: 688 employees 
Smallest payroll: 77 employees 
IN-SERVICE TRAINING 
Devoted to bettering perfonnance and 
preparing employees for positions of 
higher responsibility, in-service training 
directs its efforts primarily to meet the 
specialized needs of individual staff 
members who enroll in a variety of short 
courses, seminars and workshops. Broad-
based training needs are met through in-
ho use workshops for groups of 
employees. 
(Opposite) Personnel sec-
tion assists in all aspects 
of employment. 
A tour for new employees 
acquaintsthem with parks 
and other agency facilities. 
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AIRCRAFf OPERATIONS 
The Piper Super Cub was flown a total 
of 170.9 hours in 1990 on 59 flights. Cost 
of operation was $24.48 per hour, not 
including insurance or hangar costs. 
Depreciation on the aircraft is unknown. 
The aircraft was used for various sur-
veys, counts, antelope depredation com-
plaints, fish and game, law enforcement 
and photography. 
PURCHASING/INVENTORY 
The activities of this department 
during 1990 included: 
• Keeping up-to-date records on current 
purchases, and computerization of all 
equipment purchases prior to 1976 
• Controlling and recording service 
contracts 
• Streamlining material and supply pur-
chases of less than $300 to expedite 
field needs and reduce paperwork 
• Reducing the cost of gasoline and 
diesel fuel purchases in the Lincoln 
area 
• Increasing the use of contracts 
developed by the Department of Ad-
ministrative Services, resulting in· 
monetary savings for items purchased 
under contract 
• Increasing emphasis on disposal of 
surplus property 
• Working toward better utilization of 
vehicles pennanently leased from the 
Transportation Services Bureau 
• Increasing utilization of office sup-
plies from the Department of Ad-
ministrative Services Central Stores. 
Budget and Fiscal 
The Budget and Fiscal Division in-
cludes four sections: 
1.) Permits, which encompasses issu-
ing boating certific<!tes, operating the 
Customer Service Center in the Lincoln 
Headquarters, Accounts Receivable, and 
Pennits Accounting departments. 
2.) Fiscal Accounting, which prepares 
all voucher payments for the agency and 
maintains various files and reports con-
nected with all the agency's expenditures. 
3.) Audits and Cost Center Account-
ing, which audits all political sub-
divisions and maintains Area Cost Center 
Expenditure Accounting. 
4.) Budget Section, which includes 
preparation and daily maintenance of the 
agency's budget and financial resources. 
Major functions of the Budget and Fis-
cal Division include: 
• Maintaining all fiscal records in ac-
cordance with stateand federal laws 
• Maintaining area cost accounting on 
income and expenditures for internal 
control of the Commission Headquarters front counter is busy year-round. 
• Administering fiscal operation and 
control of federal programs 
• Administering the fiscal control of is-
suing State Boating Certificates 
• Issuing all hunting and fishing permits 
to vendor accounts 
• Receiving, depositing and maintain-
ing records on all funds received by 
the Commission 
• Preparing and maintaining the 
Commission's fiscal and operating 
budgets 
• Performing audits of federal programs 
relating to participating subdivisions 
• Administering an internal program of 
forms control, including development 
and use of forms 
• Performing other administrative func-
tions as assigned by the Board of Com-
missioners, Director and/or Assistant 
Directors 
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SPECIAL CASH FUNDS Concession Sales, Leases and Agency Facilities 
Cafe-Fon Robinson 
Cookou1s- Chadron 
Cafe-Platte River 
Cash Gifts 
166,600.11 
192,104.48 
1,933.99 
NEBRASKA SNOWMOBILE CASH FUND INCOME 
75% of fee. less issuing fee 3,820.11 
1990 REVENUE 
STATE GAME CASH FUND INCOME 
Hunling Activilies 
Fishing Activi1ies 
Federal Reimbursements 
Nebraskaland Magazine 
Subscriptions 
Advertising 
Calendars, books, slides. etc. 
Sale of Surplus Propetty 
Land Lease and Crop Income 
Boating Permits 
Incidentals 
570,636.50 
10,21 9.67 
Liquidated and Property Damage 
Interest Earned- Investments 
Cash Gifis 
Total Game Cash Fund 
STATE PARK CASH FUND INCOME 
Park Entry Permils 
Ice Fishing Shelters 
Property Damage 
Interest Earned-Investment 
Camping Fees. Cabin Lots. etc. 
Rental of Cabins 
Concession Leases and Sales by Lessee 
Swimming Pool Admission 
Entrance Admission- Arbor Lodge 
Rental of Recreation Equipment- Horses. 
Boats.etc. 
3,723,861.08 
2,959,732.44 
2,809,865.94 
580,856.17 
150.428.05 
64,845.94 
118,324.48 
379,696.90 
93,800.69 
31,703,66 
951 ,934.04 
5,800.79 
I 1,870,850.18 
2,124,794.00 
50.00 
3,454.82 
293,725.05 
647,105.19 
786,084.02 
81 ,561.69 
46, 184.03 
38,773.18 
249,11 3.39 
Sale of Surplus Property 
Incidentals 
Total Park Cash Fund 
235,724.58 
32,421.71 
42,858.97 
84,90 1.1 7 
5,027,390.38 
NEBRASKA HABITAT CASH FUND INCOME 
Habitat Stamps 1,101 ,607.50 
Interest Earned-Investments 179,706.40 
Federal Reimbursements 1,082,840.77 
Incidentals 40,9 18.45 
Cash Gifts 206,606.93 
Crop/Pasture 8,397.66 
Sale of Surplus Property 7,947.25 
Total 2,628,024.96 
NONGAME & ENDANGERED SPECIES 
CASH FUND INCOME 
Cash Gifts 
Federal Reimbursements 
Interest 
Nongame Donations 
Incidentals 
Total 
NIOBRARA STATE PARK 
SPECIAL CASH FUND INCOME 
Interest Earned- Investments 
Total 
2,278.90 
1,364.96 
20,907.11 
75,641.1 0 
6.73 
100,198.80 
4,595.24 
4,595.24 
Interest Earned-lnvestmenlS 3,3 19.35 
Total 7,139.46 
NORDA CASH FUND INCOME 
One Cent Tax on Cigarettes 
Interest Earned-Investments 
lnciden1al 
Federal Reimbursement 
Total 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
Land & Water Conservation Fund. 
Bureau or Reclamation, Historical 
Grants and Boating, e1c. 
Total Cash & Federal Income Received 
During 1990 
1,498,8 15.75 
88,22 1.19 
13,971.74 
39,183.0 1 
1,640,191.69 
5,302,701.2 1 
26,581,091 ,92 
1990 EXPENDITURES 
OPERATIONAL COSTS 
PROGRAM 330- Habitat Development 
Habitat Cash 1,1 58,738.37 1,158,738.47 
PROGRAM 336-Wlldllfe Conservation, Enforcement, Promotion, and 
Development 
Subprogram O I-Enforcement 
General Fund 
Game Cash 
Park Cash 
Subprogram 02-lnformation 
&Education 
Game Cash 
Park Cash 
Subprogram 04-Game 
Game Cash 
Subprogram 05- Fish 
Game Cash 
Federal 
Subprogram 06-Resource Services 
Game Cash 
Subprogram I 0-Outdoor Recreation 
Game Cash 
Subprogram IS - Aquarium 
General Fund 
Game Cash 
Subprogram 16- Nongame & 
Endangered Species 
General Fund 
Nongame Cash 
455,345.71 
2,077,068.55 
257,98 1.39 
1,672,228.26 
323,9 13.17 
972,928,13 
2,349,022.36 
298,770.54 
1,559,93 1.03 
358,845.75 
182,859.71 
76,384.97 
247,460.98 
50,824.18 
2, 790.395.65 
1,996,141.43 
972,928.13 
2,647, 792.90 
1,559,931.03 
358,845.75 
259,244.68 
298228S,16 
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PROGRAM 336- Summary 
General Fund 
Game Cash 
Park Cash 
Nongame Cash 
Federal 
PROGRAM 337-Agency Administration 
General Fund 
Game Cash 
Park Cash 
Habitat Cash 
PROGRAM 549- Park Administration 
&Operation 
General Fund 
Park Cash 
NORDACash 
PROGRAM 550- Federal Aid & Planning 
General Fund 
Game Cash 
885,666.40 
9,066,409.05 
58 1,894.56 
50,824.18 
298,770.54 10,883,564.73 
574,977.69 
1,070,819.06 
3 10,368.64 
102,022.22 2,058,187.61 
3,927,71 9.90 
3,779,097.32 
387,629.65 8,094,446.87 
254,637.69 
114,749.19 369,386.88 
PROGRAM 61 7-Englneerlng, Area Maintenance & Snowmobile 
General Fund 1,968,30 I. 73 
Game Cash 34,985.44 
Park Cash 704,387.47 
NORDA Cash 682,21 6.08 
Snowmobile Cash 6,343.32 3,396,234.04 
PROGRAM 628- Credit Card Discount 
Game Cash 
Park Cash 
Habitat 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES, 
OPERATIONAL COSTS- 1990 
338.99 
6,228.47 
- - - .:.:-0..:.0 6,S67146 
252967,126.06 
:lU.03$.69 
N a~moblfe Cash (Flllld 2"1) 
93,266.61 
40,004.93 
NORDA Cas (Fun4 2338 I 134,394.66 
Federal Fund 4332; inc)udQ.a Lands and 
Water Consorvallon Fund, Bureau of 
Reclamation 81172), BoattnJ ancl 
mstoncal Oilfits 736,79214 
Oenoral fund 
TOTO!, 
(Fund l OOO) 4,186,230 70 
Less Amount Lapse §86.00 4,IBS,334 70 
134,842 80 
939,52716 C~tal Construcdon 134,842.80 und3000 164,751.06 
Loss Lapsed 46,922.117 117,828.09 
1,242.25 20.'182-2, 22,624.SO Total 
23,139,165.85 
l .25 153,298AB 153,409.73 
~ -94 14,6
04.94 Cash & General fund Appropnatlons Received Dun°fi I !190: 
I A8 85,128.91 52,56425 262,208.64 Oamo Cash 11,8 0,850.18 
J:15) '44.75) Park Cash 5,027,390.38 
4 .Oo 4,400.00 Nebraska Habitat Cash 2,628,024.96 
291,004.88 699,942.9 654,38 69 1,810,086.54 Nongame & J!ndangered ~In Cash 100,198.80 
38,964A6 38,964.46 2,73171 2,73571 Niobrara State 
Parle Speci Cash 4,59.5.24 
376.80 376.80 Nebraska Snowmoblla Cash 
7,139.46 
17,322. 3 17,322.33 NO
RDACash 1,640,191.69 
2,444.54 2,444.54 Federal Fund433~ Includes Landt a
nd 
11850.00 24,483.43 35,550.00 71,883.43 Water Cons
erva on Fund, Bureau of 
16566 496.97 662.63 Roctamation (8972}, Boating, and 
40,s71.34 23,067.20 63,63U4 Historical Grants 
S,302,701.21 
2,062.0) 2,062.03 General Funds 8,727 148.00 3,429.<tl 4,572.58 Capital ConstNCtlon Funds 271,922.97 
5,631.15 ,508.20 Total 35,580,162.89 
1,342: .. 7"42,74 7,425.00 9,900.00 
54,804.57 73,071.76 
78,038.0S 104,050.73 
l!x&:nditures bo:;:nd Tm dunna 1990 143.0,6.68 190,768.91 
4.471.21 5,961.62 me Cash d a3 ) 12,383,739.72 
79,418.63 105,891.52 State Park Cash (Fund 2Jjl3) 6,065,409.68 
17.()46.90 SI t40.15 68,187.65 
Nebraska Habitat Cash und 2334) 2,238,0243 9 
NWuamo & Endangered Species Cash 
21,220.59 11,661 .78 108,882.37 und2335) 50,824.18 
,005.00 21.015 00 28,020.00 Niobrara State Park Special Cash 
76.034.52 76,034.S2 
(Fund 2336) 85,128.91 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash (Fund 2337) 6,343.32 
734A6 734.46 
NORDA Cash (Fund 2338) 1,926,199.63 
2,080.00 2,080.00 
Federal Fund 4332, Includes Lands and 
9,896.53 29,689.56 39,586.09 
Water Conservadon Fund, Bureau of 
18,031..47 2,899.42 20,930.89 
Reclamation (8972), Boating, and 
4,620.00 4,620.00 Historical Orants 
5,613,350.75 
29,493.40 1,388.69 30,882.09 General Fund 
7,611,303.41 
18,000.00 18,000.00 Capital Construction Funds 277J84.95 
2,019.17 2.019.17 Total 36,257,908.94 
27,805.37 5,37323 33,178.60 
1,212.00 1,212.00 End of the Year Balances: 
2,364.83 2,364.83 
3,760.00 3,760.00 
Game Cash (Fund 2332) 10,645,456.84 
1,226,768.62 3.657.444.98 4,884,213.60 
Park Cash (Fund 2333) 2,418,332.33 
1780.50 1,780.50 Nebr
aska Habitat Cash (fund 2334) 2,383,801.59 
5.140.11 5,140.11 NWuame & Endanger
ed Species Cash 
und 2335) 272,410.31 
64,69300 64,693.00 Niobrara State Part Special 
Cash 
32,502.18 32,502.18 (Fund 2336) 12,732.94 
5,035.75 15,107.25 20,143.00 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash f und (Fund 2337) 40,801.07 
5,500.17 16,500.49 22.000.66 NORDA Cash (Fund 2338) 848,386.72 
562.94 562.94 
f ederal f und 4332, includes Land and 
240.209.87 240.209.87 
Water Conservation Fund, Bureau of 
Reclamation (8972), Boating. and 
Cen1ral Office 124.325.02 12
4.325.02 Historical Grants 426.142.60 
AlkinsonDam 112,833.89 19,068.12 43,71 0.00
 175,612.01 General Funds ( l000) 5.301 ,189.29 Capital Construction (Fund 3000) 112,166.11 
Political Subdivisions 194,984.09 1
94,984.09 Total Cash & General Fund 
Boal Assistance to Cities 33J 04.14 33,3
04.14 Appropriation Balance Remalnlna 
TOTAL 277,584.95 2.096,437.99 683.433.22 977.263.70 85,1 28.91 856.3S3.90 5.3 14,580.21 l0.
290,782.88 on December 31, 1990 22,461,419.80 
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The Engineering Division provides ar-
chitectural and engineering services to 
other divisions of the agency, with all its 
work performed at the request of those 
divisions. Services include technical and 
planning assistance, which includes field 
data, research, design, contract prepara-
tion, bidding, construction administra-
tion, inspection and surveying. 
The Division also works with outside 
consultants as state agencies are 
restricted to designing and bidding 
projects under $100,000 in most cases, 
and communicates with other divisions, 
administration, federal agencies and 
other state and local agencies to ensure 
compliance with codes, requirements, 
permits, reviews, etc . 
Drawings, specifications and survey-
ing data have all been incorporated into a 
computer system in recent years. Five 
computers are used for drafting, 
specification and word processing, and 
records management. 
PROJECTS 
Surveys done on Hackberry Creek 
WMA; Bluestem WMA; Dead Timber 
SRA; Gifford Woodland; Kirkpatrick 
North Basin WMA; Lake McConaughy 
SRA; Muskrat WMA; Long Pine SRA; 
Margrave WMA; Smartweed Marsh 
West WMA; Valentine Fish Hatchery; 
and plots in Richardson and Seward 
counties. 
Studies and reports for boat ramps or 
other exterior or interior water facilities 
were done at Big Alkali WMA; Bowring 
Ranch SHP; Brownville SRA; Carter P. 
Johnson Lake at Fort Robinson; Fort 
Kearny SRA; Johnson Lake SRA; Lake 
McConaughy SRA; Lake Ogallala; Min-
necuduza Creek; Pawnee Prairie WMA; 
Red Willow SRA; Rock Creek Station 
SRA; Schramm Park SRA; Two Rivers 
SRA; and Twin Lakes WMA. 
Road work, electrical work, building 
repairs or improvements and other related 
construction projects were done at 
several state areas including Buffalo Bill 
SHP; Calamus Hatchery; the Lincoln 
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Engineering 
Surveying, plans, engineering 
and supervision of agency 
projects are carried 
out by this division. 
central office; Chadron SP; Crawford 
Hatchery; the Norfolk district office; 
North Platte district office; Enders SRA; 
George D. Syas WMA; Grove Trout 
Rearing Station ; Indian Cave SP; 
Johnson Lake SRA; Lake Maloney SRA; 
Lake McConaughy SRA; Lake Ogallala 
SRA; the fairgrounds in Lincoln; Louis-
ville SRA; Meridian WMA; Niobrara SP; 
North Platte fish hatchery; Ponca SP; 
Ponderosa WMA; Rock Creek Hatchery; 
Sacramento-Wilcox WMA; and Swan-
son SRA. 
In addition, work of many kinds con-
tinued at the new Eugene T. Mahoney 
State Park near Ashland, including two 
two-bedroom cabins built, gift shop and 
other facilities at the lodge; heating and 
air conditioning for the group lodge; 
foundations and utilities for 15 cabins 
plus eight more started; water hydrants, 
rest rooms and picnic areas completed; a 
game room completed, and surveys made 
for a new lake, miniature golf course, 
camping areas and miscellaneous other 
facilities. 
Fisheries 
Vast array offish management activities require field work. 
ADMINISTRATION SECTION 
The Administration Section plans, or-
ganizes, directs and controls approved 
programs, polices and operation proce-
dures of the division. 
One of the functions of this section is 
the issuing of special permits, which in 
1990 amounted to $22,729. Those per-
mits were: 
• 150 Missouri River Commercial Fish-
ing Penni ts ( 13 7 resident, 13 nonresi-
dent). Resident permits are $65, 
nonresident are $130. Fees collected 
were $10,595. 
• 281 Bait Vendor Pennits (280 resi-
dent, 1 nonresident). 
• Resident permits are $25, nonresident 
are $150. Fees collected were $7,150. 
• 8 Non-resident Fish Dealer Permits at 
$400 each. Fees collected were 
$3,200. 
• 3 Commercial Put and Take Permits at 
$50 each. Fees collected were $150. 
• 61 Private Fish Culturist Pennits at 
$20 each. Fees collected were $1,220 . 
There were 28 fish kills reported in 
1990 involving only 936 fish. Four of the 
kills occurred in lakes and reservoirs, 5 
occurred in ponds, 5 in rivers, and 14 in 
streams. Causes of fish kills ranged from 
agricultural-related, the largest number, 
to fuel spill. 
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RESOURCES 
Activities during 1990 fell into six 
categories: review and recommendations 
concerning water quality activities; water 
project reviews for fisheries impacts; in-
stream flow project; assisting Nongame 
Wildlife staff with threatened and en-
dangered species; conferences, meetings 
and educational programs; and miscel-
laneous activities. 
Instream flow efforts were rewarded 
when the state Supreme Court ruled on 
Nov 30, 1990 in favor of Game and Parks 
Commission's water appropriation on 
Long Pine Creek; 
Instream flow evaluations continued 
on the Snake River; 
Central Platte NRD filed six instream 
flow applications for various river and 
canal segments of the Platte River to 
protect riverine habitat; 
Several segments of the lower Platte 
were studied to determine impact of 
several factors on the river, its habitats 
and wildlife; 
RESEARCH 
Seven studies were in progress in 
1990, including: 
• Lake Mcconaughy predator-prey 
dynamics; 
• Feeding ecology of gizzard shad at 
McConaughy; 
• Missouri River Ecology; 
• Studies on channel catfish in the lower 
Platte; 
• Identification of fish fillets; 
• Bibliography of Nebraska fishery 
publications and reports; 
• Instream flows implementation in 
Nebraska. 
One of the primary goals of the section 
is to produce information applicable to 
fishery management problems. Toward 
that end, as much information as possible 
is published in technical papers or 
presented in oral reports. A number of 
reports were published and others are 
planned. The majority of technical 
reports are in the form of final project 
reports supported by the Federal Aid in 
Sport Fish Restoration program. 
Resident Fishing Permits 
Resident Hunt-Fish 
Combination Permits 
1986 176,535 1986 38,831 
1987 168,979 1987 40,934 
1988 159,033 1988 43,468 
1989 158,211 1989 43,792 
1990 148,609 1990 43 ,155 
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Number of Fish 
Stocked in Nebraska 
/ 
/ 
1987 
5,860,713 
4,951 ,000 
6,810,719 
12,440,000 
3,824,849 1989 ..,_ ________ _ 
4,338,408 
Fish -
Fry -
26,784,740 
I • • 
1990 t,-,_1,, ____________ _ 
' 
I 
1987 1988 1989 
FISH PRODUCTION 
Five fish production facilities in the 
state produce, procure and stock fish in 
Nebraska's waters as requested by the 
management and research sections. 
During 1990 the fiv e hatcheries 
produced 43.5 million fish ranging in size 
from eggs and fry to adults. Among fish 
stocked in Nebraska waters were 78,240 
brown trout; 8.1 million northern pike; 
3.3 million white bass; 20 million wall-
eye; and over 7.5 million white 
I 
1990 
bass/striped bass crosses. 
In addition, fi sh were received from 
other state and federal hatcheries, and 
Nebraska-produced fish were transferred 
to other agencies. A total of over 90 mil-
lion fish, mostly eggs or fry, were trans-
ferred to other agencies; and over 23 
million were received by Nebraska from 
other sources. These included 2.4 million 
saugeye hybrids, 18.6 million walleye 
and 1 million northern pike eggs/fry. 
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39,175,119 
TWO RIVERS 
TROUTLAKE 
The Two Rivers Trout Lake was open 
214 days during 1990, with a total of 
26,700 trout tags sold, generating 
$66,750 in revenue. Anglers reported har-
vesting 70,535 trout, while an additional 
3,437 were estimated to have been har-
vested by anglers not reporting. 
In an attempt to maintain trout water 
throughout the fishing season, a hypolim-
netic aeration system was operated 
throughout the season, but with some 
problems. One compressor burned out 
during the hottest weather, and a total fish 
kill probably resulted. After repair, the 
lake was restocked. 
AK-SAR-BEN AQUARIUM 
The Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium is located along the Platte River at Schramm Park 
State Recreation Area, nine miles south of Gretna on Highway 31. 
Aquarium display tanks house about 52 species offish, with 300 specimens on 
display. Tanks are also used to display turtles, crayfish, salamanders and clams. 
The Aquarium is one of the show places of the Game and Parks Commission 
system. There are some 15,000 flowers planted and maintained throughout the 
growing season to add to its appeal. 
During 1990 approximately 93,000 people visited the Aquarium, a daily 
average of about 308. An admission fee of $.50 is charged for youngsters 6-15 
years, and $1 for adults. Total admission fees for 1990 were $22,720.50. (There is 
no charge for school groups, Boy Scout, Girl Scout or church groups, etc. if they 
make reservations. Large groups of 20 or more are allowed discount rates.) In 
1990, 408 groups with over 17,730 persons toured, mostly students. 
Total revenue from the Aquarium, including permits, fees, souvenirs, etc. 
was over $86,220. The Aquarium is also used for workshops, tours and meet-
ings, and personnel give programs to area groups. 
After 11 years of use, the aquarium required some maintenance work, the 
major project being to replace a leaking roof with a new rubber membrane 
type, with funding provided by the 309 program. 
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Information and Education 
Omaha I & E office is among agency's busiest spots. 
AllIANCE OFFICE 
The District I PIO also serves as 
regional editor for NEBRASK.Aland 
Magazine while promulgating informa-
tion and education programs in the pan-
handle. 
The PIO was involved in various 
magazine assignments and public infor-
mation efforts. Another special activity 
was the coordination of the annual 
Nebraska High School .22 Silhouette 
Championships at Pressey WMA. 
Ongoing programs requiring attention 
include news media releases and contacts 
on an as-needed basis, presentations to 
groups, schools and organizations, and 
involvement with Outdoor Education 
workshops and courses. 
NORTH PLAITE 
As well as serving as the regional 
editor for NEBRASK.Aland Magazine, 
the District IV public information officer 
(PIO) is responsible for agency informa-
tion and education objectives in south-
west Nebraska. 
The PIO directed the annual National 
Cornhusker Trapshoot at Doniphan, 
which attracted 385 students. The event 
is sponsored by the agency. 
Ongoing programs demanding atten-
tion included a weekly television news 
feature, presentations, seasonal radio 
shows, and local area news releases. The 
PIO was also involved in the Outdoor 
Education portfolio and other divisional 
support as needed. 
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OMAHA OFFICE 
The public's ability to purchase big 
game permits accounted for significant 
business in the Omaha Information and 
Education Office. Total income in 1990 
was $186,251, a decline of 3.6 percent 
from the previous year. Big game permit 
sales increased 18 percent from 1989 to 
$100,034 for the year. 
The office continued to direct much of 
its public relations effort at the broadcast 
media in order to reach large audiences. 
There were 78 television/radio appearan-
ces made on local stations. Seven weekly 
radio programs were written and voiced 
by the office staff. In addition, a wide 
variety of public service announcements 
were produced. 
Presentations to civic groups, clubs, 
youth organizations and the like 
remained an important function. News 
releases were also distributed to local 
media on an as-needed basis. 
The office had an extremely busy year 
on the outdoor education front. It set up 
and coordinated 50 hunter education 
courses, two boating safety courses, and 
assisted wity six "kids' fishing" clinics. 
NEBRASKA1,an6 
In 1990, NEBRASKAland Magazine published mtte 52 .. p~ 
sues and a 10()..page combined January/February special, "A 
Year." In additiion, the magazine published the agency s first 
page "Field Guide to Wildflowers of ebraska and the Great 
"A Wildflower Year" JS a seasonal/regional u;,.troduction to the ita: 
wildflowers. It was followed in September by the publication of the 
book, an ambitious publication written and photographed by NEB 
Senior Editor Jon Farrar. Published as a 6x9-inch paperback with hea"VY cov-er8 
stitched binding, the guide features full-color photos and descnptions of282 
species, oiganized by flower color and time of flowering, and was priced at 
$17 .95. In the first four months of sales, more than half the I 0,000 copfes Pffl.lte4 
had been sold, an admirable record for such a publication. 
Beginnjng with the March issue, the magazine adopted a new look involv-
ing a redesigned cover banner and contents page, new headline type and two 
new columns, "Notes From the Field" and "Page Forty-nine." Commercial dis-
play advertising was discontinued, all stories became self-contained, and color 
was made available throughout the magazine. No major changes in content 
were made, and a balanced selection of stories featuring hunting, fishing, 
parks and recreation, natural history, conservation . nd history was carried. 
Circulation remained fairly stable, declining slightly to about 55,000. Ad-
vertising revenue was $10,210, and sales from other products, including the 
calendar, amounted to $150,428. Subscription income totalled $570,636 
which was down about 19 percent from the previous year. 
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Public requests require much of I & E 
secre tary Peg Kapel/er 's tim e. 
OUTDOOR NEBRASKA 
RADIO 
The weekly Outdoor Nebraska radio 
program was produced and distributed to 
38 stations throughout Nebraska and 
eastern Iowa. All aspects of agency func-
tions were given air time via Outdoor 
Nebraska. 
PUBLICATIONS 
The division continued to manage the 
production and distribution of over 400 
different brochures, publications and 
forms used by the agency. Select 1/E staff 
serve as liaisons to assigned divisions to 
facilitate the ongoing process. 
PHOTO SERVICES 
During 1990, 115 rolls of black and 
white film were processed, adding 2,823 
exposures to _the file. In addition, 1,067 
rolls of color film were processed, adding 
31,836 exposures to the file during the 
year. Over 700 black and white prints in 
various sizes were produced by Photo 
Services. The photos and prints were used 
to illustrate agency publications, includ-
ing NEBRASKAland Magazine, for slide 
presentations, and to fill non-agency re-
quests. 
NEWS PROGRAM 
A vital news program is paramount to 
the mission of the agency. 
An estimated 279 news stories were 
released to all Nebraska media from 
Commission headquarters during the 
year. Fisheries and wildlife topics ac-
counted for 42 percent of the stories, 14 
percent Parks, 11 percent Resource Ser-
vices, and 8 percent for Law Enforce-
ment. 
News continues to be transmitted 
electronically to two wire services and 
five major daily newspapers in the state. 
Two media packets were issued during 
the year. One focused on outdoor recrea-
tion and the other on hunting. 
Parks, and the Operations and Con-
struction divisions contributed substan-
tially to the weekly Outdoor Report 
during the summer months. Information 
from those divisions, in addition to water-
level information from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and Nebraska irriga-
tion districts, helped make the weekly 
fishing report more informative. 
Video news tooks off with releases 
issued twice a month during 1990. Sub-
jects ranged from using volunteers to help 
provide fish habitat and water-quality 
studies, to trail rides and state park fea-
tures. 
Surveys conducted in mid 1990 indi-
cated that video news releases issued by 
the Commission are reaching an es-
timated half-million Nebraskans. Nearly 
every television station receiving the 
video packages broadcast the tapes. 
PRINTING 
The printing section handled fewer 
jobs, 624, but increased its output to 3.2 
million sheets of paper. Numerous nega-
tives and plates were shot for printing 
various publications, plus all the related 
tasks of cutting, folding, collating, inven-
tory and maintenance jobs in the print 
shop. 
MULTI-IMAGE 
In a continuing effort to provide the 
public with information about the agency, 
and for various management efforts and 
public hearings, hundreds of slides were 
produced using a new electronic slide 
generation system. These slides are used 
by several divisions, as well as by the 
agency director at speaking engage-
ments. Topics cover a wide range includ-
ing fisheries and wildlife management 
setting seasons and many other topics. A 
major slide show was produced for Joint 
Venture, and a 480-slide, six-projector 
program was produced for the new 
Mahoney State Park theater. Many pre-
vious slide shows were also updated 
using the system. 
Steve O' Hare produces agency slide shows. 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 
In the 12th season of the ambitious 
KNOW NEBRASKA TOURS program, 
co-sponsored with the Omaha World-
Herald, six tours were conducted with 
206 participants. Still proving very 
popular were the wildlife, fishing and 
canoeing tours. 
The Commission exhibit at the 
Nebraska State Fair again proved to be 
one of our best approaches to meeting the 
general public. The exhibit is one of the 
best ofits type in the nation. Sales totalled 
over $22,481 of which nearly $12,000 
was for NEBRASK.Aland subscriptions. 
A new feature was a souvenir shop with 
promotional items from parks across the 
state. 
l 
Habitat Stamp Art Contest 
A total of 2,029 entries were submitted 
in the 14th annual Wildlife Art Contest for 
the 1991 Nebraska Habitat Stamp. 
Canada geese, by Charlotte Edwards 
was selected from 63 adult entries for the 
stamp. In the Youth Division there were 
498 entries in the elementary section won 
by David Spaulding; 1,2 12 in the junior 
section won by Russell Ripa; and 256 in 
the senior section won by Bryan Ruegge. 
The Omaha Fish and Wildlife Club 
donated $350 in awards to help sponsor 
the contest. 
MAIL 
The mail section processes all incom-
ing and outgoing agency mail by the most 
efficient methods. In 1990, there were 
124,689 pieces identified for presort 
resulting in a savings of$4,935.94. There 
were 11 ,945 pieces shipped via UPS, and 
15,139 information requests filled. 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
Pieces Mailed -Cost 
r:::::::::::'r r,::::::::::::, r,::::::::::::, f'3 234,494 
(_:_j L..:,_j L..:......J LJ $67,318 
~ ~ ~ ~ 240,600 
L_j L_j L_j L.:,_j $74,304 
~ ~ ~ ~ n 243,690 L...J L__J L...J L...J LI $80,828 
Bulk Mail - Cost 
~ 0 169,408 $22,012 
I::::] ~ 242,999 $37,878 
~ ~ [:j258,563 $49,372 
~ ~ EJ 159,971 $56,048 
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246,180 
$87,739 
Law Enforcement 
and . 
Parks Commission 
OR 
Boating Law Administrator Leroy Orvis pitches safety. 
LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 
Nebraska Conservation Officers en-
force laws and regulations pertaining to 
fishing, hunting, boating, and the State 
Parks system, an important part of 
wildlife and park management. 
Today, effective natural resources law 
enforcement is divided into three equally 
important parts. Public education ex-
plains the need, intent and purpose for 
existing laws and regulations; selective 
law enforcement allows officers to con-
centrate their efforts in a particular area 
where specific problems are occurring; 
and general law enforcement allows of-
ficers to prevent and control law viola-
tions in their individual patrol areas. 
For 1990, the Law Enforcement 
Division had a maximum complement of 
62 positions, consisting of a division 
chief, one assistant chief, six supervisors, 
51 conservation officers, one Boat Law 
administrator, one administrative 
secretary and one radio operator. 
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Conservation officers drove 
1,565,601 miles while patrolling rural 
and urban areas, at an average cost of9.3 l 
cents per mile (at an average miles-per-
gallon of gas of 14.06). The total cost 
includes operating expenses such as gas, 
oil, tires and repairs. Patrol boats were 
used 1,556 hours for promotion of boat-
ing safety at an average cost of$8.62 per 
hour. Snowmobiles used for enforcement 
were driven 34 miles at an average cost 
of$7.57 per mile. 
BOATINGIAW 
ADMINISTRATION 
A total of 3,000 Nebraska Boating 
Basics (boating safety) course manuals 
were distributed in 1990, with the 
majority used in the Home Study course. 
Operation Game Thief 
In 1990, there were 31 boating acci-
dents reported, which resulted in 15 in-
juries and two fatalities . 
A total of 34 permits for marine 
regalltas were issued during the year, 
which was up three from the previous 
year. 
All states receive 50-50 matching 
funds from the Coast Guard to fund boat-
ing safety programs. During fiscal 1990, 
Nebraska received over $130,000 in 
matching money. 
Nebraska 's Operation Game Thief 
Program is an opportunity for citizens to 
volunteer information pertaining to game 
law violations without actually becoming 
involved in the case. 
During 1990, 42 investigations were 
initiated, and 15 of these resulted in 25 
additional cases, with IO still pending. 
The cases that have been brought to court 
resulted in fines and costs of $1,814 and 
liquidated damages of $5,520, bringing 
the totals since inception of the O.G.T. 
program in September of 1982 to: 
• 433 investigations initiated 
• 161 investigations resulting in arrests 
• 10 investigations pending 
• 249 total arrests consisting of: 
ARRESTS & CITATIONS 
A total of 3,803 arrests were made during 1990 compared to 3,917 in 1989. 
Of the total arrests , 3,655 were found guilty by the courts. The conviction 
rate of total arrests was 96.1 percent, and for the total arrests actually 
brought to trial, 99.8 percent. 
4,500 
4,000 
3,500 
3,000 
1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
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149 deer cases, 9 turkey, 22 upland 
game, 16 furbearer, 13 waterfowl, 24 
fish, I bobcat, I eagle, I hawk, and 2 
swan. Also, 8 cases were dismissed, 
one not filed and two found not guilty. 
Thus far, 92 rewards totalling $12,700 
have been paid on information resulting 
in 92 big game cases, 9 small game, 6 fish, 
4 furbearer, I bobcat, I eagle, 2 swan and 
I hawk case. Fines and costs assessed 
from O.G.T. activities total $29,328.42; 
and $41 ,340 in liquidated damages have 
been returned to the Game Fund. Convic-
tion rate on arrests is 95.6 percent, and 37 
percent of investigations have resulted in 
arrests. 
MANDATORY ROAD 
CHECKS 
Nebraska conservation officers made 
mandatory road checks at 14 sites during 
1990 in which 2,743 vehicles were 
stopped and checked. In the vehicles 
stopped, officers contacted 954 hunters 
and 63 fishermen. Those checks resulted 
in the arrests of 58 people and the confis-
cation of54 pheasants, 7 grouse, 3 ducks, 
two turkey p(:rmits and five shotgun 
shells. 
RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM 
The statewide agency radio com-
munications system consists of a network 
of bases and repeaters which allow radio 
communications between district offices, 
from mobile to offices, and from mobile 
to mobile. Cost of the communications 
system during I 990 was $17,411.23 . In-
cluded in that total was $3,767 for 
base/repeater repair and maintenance; 
$908 for tower, antenna and cable repair 
and maintenance; $1,040 for telephone 
line rent and electricity to tower sites; and 
$11,696 for tower rental and tower site 
leases. · 
The 1990 operating expense was 
$10,480 with the bulk ($7,404) for instal-
lation and removal of radios, scanners, 
lights, etc. The operation expenses do not 
include costs incurred by individual 
divisions for operation, maintenance or 
replacement of mobile or portable radios. 
363 Trappers 
CONTACTS 
The essence of law enforcement is contact with the public, and conserva-
tion officers contacted and checked 29,133 hunters, 57,845 fishermen, 363 
trappers, 19,502 boat operators, 73,375 miscellaneous, most of which were 
park oriented. They investigated 3,397 complaints, and logged 440 public 
appearances. 
828 Fishing 
1,691 Park 
TOTAL OFFENSES: 
Conservation officers cited a total of 3,803 people for 4,107 offenses in 
1990. The most citations, 1,691, were written for violations of park re gula-
tions; 828 were fishing violations; 927 were hunting violations; 588 were 
boating violations; 27 were fur harvester violations; and 42 were miscel-
laneous other violations. 
Of the 1,691 parks violations, 1,243 citations were written to people who 
entered parks with no park entry permit on their vehicle; 73 were for entering, 
swimming or driving in an unauthorized area; 136 were for minor in posses-
sion of alcoholic beverages; and 35 were for littering . 
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Operations and Construction 
Heavy equipment and construction crews operate year-round. 
The Operations and Construction 
Division has the responsibility of provid-
ing personnel and equipment to assist 
other agency divisions with engineering, 
construction, maintenance, and transpor-
tation services. 
The Engineering Section regularly in-
spects agency facilities and areas needing 
improvements or repairs, and provides 
corrective solutions. It also inspects con-
struction for compliance with planned 
design, and develops specifications for 
materials and equipment purchased by 
the division. 
The Construction Section provides 
personnel trained in engineering and con-
struction skills to supervise and operate 
heavy equipment and install and maintain 
utility services. During 1990 personnel 
assisted with construction, renovation, 
and repair of several agency facilities. 
The Maintenance Section provides 
personnel and equipment for the super-
vision, operation and maintenance of un-
manned areas. Among responsibilities 
are establishment of tree nurseries; main-
taining the tree transplanting program; 
assisting with regulation enforcement; 
maintaining public contact on unmanned 
areas; and providing and manning equip-
ment and a material supply shop for the 
Parks Division. 
During 1990 the Operations and Con-
struction Division maintained a staff of 
34 full -time employees and 87 seasonal, 
temporary employees, many hired at the 
job site to reduce travel and lodging costs. 
Division staff operates from offices 
and shops located at headquarters, at 
3019 Apple Street and 300 I Y street in 
Lincoln, and outstate at North Platte, Mc-
Cook, Fort Robinson, and Grand Island. 
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CONSTRUCTION SECTION 
1990 was a year of continuing projects 
started the previous year. Most new con-
struction during the year was again at 
Eugene T. Mahoney State Park, where 
crews completed Phase II of the Group 
Lodge. After several design changes, the 
Ruth Giger waterway was completed in 
November. The Lauritzen Pro Shop and 
Driving Range was completed; as were 
the laundry building and the latrine for 
the tent camping area. The miniature golf 
course was 7 5 percent complete, and 
work was just started on the conser-
vatory/greenhouse using' donated money 
from the James Family. 
At Fort Robinson, the completion of 
the historical renovation of Adobe No. 9 
brought to a close a six-year project that 
completely remodeled the fort's five 
large duplex adobes. 
Construction of the barracks walls 
- continued at Fort Atkinson using logs and 
lumber donated by the Burlington North-
ern Foundation, and concrete and roof 
materials purchased with state funds. 
Crews finished the south wall and had 
logs four feet high on the north wall. This 
project was started in 1985 and is es-
timated to be finished in 1995. 
At Niobrara State Park, completion of 
the entrance road and parking area at the 
visitor center were the final phase of the 
project assigned the division. 
LINCOLN MAINTENANCE 
Provides daily maintenance and su-
pervision of7 Salt Valley areas: Branched 
Oak, Pawnee, Conestoga, Bluestem, 
Olive Creek, Stagecoach and Wagon 
Train; and 5 district V areas: Alexandria, 
Rockford, Memphis, Blue River and 
Pioneer. In addition, refuse pickup, 
latrine cleaning and mowing was 
provided at Salt Valley and other sites. 
Personnel also assist with enforcement of 
park regulations, install and repair boat 
docks and ramps, repair wells and water 
systems, and maintain trees and shrubs, 
supervise and regulate pay campgrounds 
at Branched Oak, Pawnee and Alexandria 
areas, and set up and operate exhibits at 
the Omaha and Lincoln sport shows and 
state fair. 
A new maintenance shop and office at 
Pawnee State Recreation Area was 
destroyed by a fire of undetermined 
origin in the early morning of March 9 
with total loss of all shop tools, a mower, 
pickup, and a year's supply of operational 
materials. 
TRANSPORTATION / EQUIPMENT 
The division provided a wide range of 
equipment such as air compressors, trac-
tors, trucks and loaders to area superin-
tendents for temporary use . Bulk 
purchases of maintenance supplies were 
delivered to the Lincoln maintenance 
shop, inventoried, and transported to the 
major areas of the park system. Gasoline 
and diesel fuel were provided for agency 
vehicles from pumps at 3001 Y Street. 
During 1990, 46,417 gallons of gasoline 
and 21,156 gallons of diesel fuel, 396 
quarts of oil and 201 gallons of antifreeze 
were dispensed to Game and Parks 
vehicles. 
Equipment purchased during 1990 in-
cluded: one 3/4-ton pickup; three half-ton 
pickups; one used tractor; a wood chip-
per; a gear-head lathe and vertical milling 
machine; a power screed; a tractor-
loader; a trailer-mounted air compressor; 
a 3-ton crane and two I 0-cubic-yard 
dump truck bodies with hoist and pump. 
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ROAD MAINTENANCE 
Personnel and equipment head-
quartered at Lincoln, McCook, North 
Platte, Fort Robinson, Wildcat Hills, 
Valentine and Grand Island provided 
maintenance on 300 miles of agency non 
hard-surfaced roads and parking areas. 
During 1990 the Division provided a 
wide variety of equipment and services, 
including: 
Roadwork and/or gravel at Ashfall 
SHP, Ash Hollow SHP, Bazile Creek 
WMA, Box Butte SRA, Branched Oak 
SRA, Lake Mcconaughy SRA, Loup 
Junction WMA, Niobrara SP, Sandy 
Channel SRA and Schramm Park SRA. 
Building and office projects at 
Mahoney SP, Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, 
Arbor Lodge SHP, the Lincoln head-
quarters, the state fairgrounds, Ponca SP, 
Two Rivers SRA, Whitney Lake SRA, 
Platte River SP and Dead Timber SRA. 
Interior or exterior water projects, in-
cluding plumbing or lake facilities, were 
completed at Brownville SRA, Buffalo 
Bill Ranch SHP, Calamus SRA, Craw-
ford Fish Hatchery, Lake Ogallala SRA, 
Pawnee SRA, Ravenna SRA, Red Wil-
low SRA, Rock Creek Hatchery, Summit 
Lake SRA, Verdon Lake SRA, Wagon 
Train SRA and Mahoney SP. 
Electrical work was done at Rock 
Creek Station SHP and Indian Cave SP. 
Outdoor Education 
Gering Teacher Lynn Goos is one of 5,000 teachers of Project WILD. 
Project WILD continues to be the resources; a workshop held at Aurora 
agency's premiere program for environ- looked at the Rainwater Basin and the 
mental education. As part of an intema- Platte River. 
ti on al program, Project WILD in Another highlight of Project WILD is 
Nebraska has now reached nearly 5,000 that of seeing the program incorporated 
classroom teachers. In 1990 and early into almost all of the colleges in the state 
'9 1, some 27 workshops were held for for education majors. As a result of early 
certification of 790 teachers. Project exposure to Project WILD, we anticipate 
WILD has now reached over 23 percent even greater use in the classroom, and 
of Nebraska teachers. National survey greater awareness of wildlife by kids. 
results show that a high percentage of On the statewide public education 
certified teachers use Project WILD in scene, the outdoor education workshop 
the classroom, providing greater aware- program continued to provide topics on a 
ness and knowledge about biology and variety ofoutdoor subjects for the general 
management of Nebraska's wildlife public. Most of the workshop effort was 
resources. centered around the Ak-Sar-Ben 
To provide greater knowledge and in- Aquarium facilities because of its close-
centives for action programs in the K-12 ness to population centers. Workshops 
grade levels, a number of advanced dealing with fishing- especially the 
Project WILD workshops were held. how-to type of program, continue to be 
These workshops were tailored for the most popular. Across the state, per-
teachers who wanted to utilize more sonnel from all district offices provided 
wildlife topics in the classroom. resources and technical assistance for 
Workshops held at Niobrara State Park workshops on hunting, fishing and other 
focused on the Missouri River and its outdoor recreation topics. 
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Aquatic 
Education 
Fishing clinics reached over 6,300 
youngsters since 1986. 
Nebraska's Aquatic Education Pro-
gram is directed at all ages, with special 
emphasis given to upper elementary, 
junior high and senior high students. The 
program is designed to increase the un-
derstanding of aquatic biology, promot-
ing safe fishing and boating skills, and 
providing hands-on experience in aquatic 
resource management. Educational 
materials have been and are being 
developed for classroom use and distribu-
tion to the angling public. 
In 1990, over 14,000 students visited 
the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, headquarters 
of the Aquatic Education Program. Since 
the inception of the program in 1986, 480 
volunteer fishing instructors have been 
certified, and over 6,300 young anglers 
have attended 93 fishing clinics. Present-
ly, I, 169 teachers are registered in the 
aquatic education program, are using 
classroom materials, and receiving 
"Waterworks," a biennial newsletter. 
Hunter 
Education 
Nebraska's corps of volunteer Hunter 
Education instructors taught 289 courses 
in the state in 1990. These efforts resulted 
in the certification of 6,069 students, 
bringing the total number certified since 
1972, when Hunter Education became 
available , to I 29,20 I students. 
Pre-se rvice instructor-training ses-
sions were. conducted throughout the 
state, and 135 new instructors were cer-
tified as a result of 13 workshops. Six 
in-service workshops were also held, 
with 141 instructors in attendance. 
Hunting accidents were down in 1990, 
with 13 non-fatal and one fatal accident. 
Although totals were down, the one 
fatality compared to zero in 1989. 
Sport shooting activities were held at 
Pressey and Doniphan. Attendance at the 
Pressey Silhouette Shoot was down, from 
123 shooters in 1989 to 54 in 1990. This 
major difference may have been weather 
related. Attendance at the National 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
• Management of 20 canoe campsites 
and information on the Nebraska 
Canoe Trails Program; 
• TRAIL TALES, a wildlife education 
newspaper for fourth grade, is pub-
lished three times each school year 
and sent free to all elementary 
schools in the state; 
• Hosting the OUTDOOR NEBRAS-
KA radio program January through 
July, in cooperation with the I&E 
Division which handles the program 
August through December. 
Hunter ethics and behavior are stressed in program. 
Championship Comhusker Trapshoot at 
Doniphan was up from a year ago. There 
were 20 squads of junior high and 51 
squads of senior high shooters. 
The Bowhunter Education Program 
was expanded. Five volunteer instructor 
ADULT WORKSHOPS 
In 1990, 2,600 people attended 38 
Outdoor Education workshops across the 
state, co-sponsored with the Omaha 
World-Herald. Topics ranged from 
bluebirds and watchable wildlife to pan-
fishing secrets and muzzleloading basics. 
Again, the most popular in 1990 were 
the 15 fishing workshops, which were 
attended by 1,298 people. 
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workshops were conducted and 62 new 
volunteers were certified. Student 
workshops numbered nine, out of which 
came 114 students . The anticipated pas-
sage of mandatory bowhunter education 
has intensified interest in the program. 
Planning and Programming 
Federal funding programs benefit Nebraska anglers. 
LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION FUND 
The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act of 1965 provides 50 percent 
federal grants-in-aid to the various states 
and their political subdivisions for state 
comprehensive planning, acquisition and 
development of public outdoor recreation 
areas. It is supported by the sale of surplus 
federal property and revenues from off-
shore petroleum leases. About 85 percent 
of the fund is derived from off-shore 
leases. 
In fiscal 1990, $182,916 was appor-
tioned to Nebraska. Of these funds, 60 
percent or $109,750, plus $8,700 reap-
portioned funds, was allocated for 13 
local, community projects . Forty percent, 
or $76,166, plus $30,000 for dropped 
projects, was used for agency projects. 
Over the 'past 25 years, the federal 
government, state and local communities, 
have invested more than $75 million in 
new and improved outdoor recreation 
facilities under this program in Nebraska. 
FEDERAL AID 
IN SPORT FISH AND 
WILDLIFE RESTORATION 
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration 
Act of 1937 and the Federal Aid in Sport 
Fish Restoration Act of 1950 are com-
panion programs, administrated by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which 
provide financial assistance to the states 
and territories for restoration activities. 
The Wildlife Restoration Program is 
funded by an 11 percent excise tax on 
arms and ammunition, and a 10 percent 
excise tax on handguns and archery 
equipment. The Sport Fish Restoration 
Program is funded by a 10 percent excise 
tax on fishing rods, creels, reels, baits and 
lures. 
During 1990 these programs made 
about $4 million available to Nebraska 
for fish and wildlife surveys and inven-
tories, research, land acquisition , 
development and maintenance, technical 
assistance, hunter safety training and 
aquatic resource education. 
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Bowhunters contribute to federal tax 
which benefits wildlife. 
RESOURCE MONITORING 
Game and Parks Commission staff 
members evaluated potential benefits of 
project proposals by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, Soil Conservation Service, 
Bureau of Reclamation , Nebraska 
Natural Resources Commission, and 
Nebraska Department of Roads. 
Staff members patticipated in meet-
ings relating to the Prairie Bend Unit 
study directed by the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, the major water resources planning 
effort in Nebraska. 
The major review effort involved the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
relicensing of hydro power facilities on 
the Platte River. 
Nebraska continues to participate in 
the Missouri River Mitigation Project 
Steering Committee with three other 
states to address environmental concerns 
pertaining to the channelized Missouri 
from Sioux City to St. Louis. Addiltional 
activity in 1990 included field revues and 
meetings on the Missouri River Corridor 
project initiated by the Papio/Missouri 
RiverNRD. 
Several Soil Conservation Service 
sma ll watershed projects, Natural 
Resources District proposals in a number 
of communities across the state, power-
line corridor studies, airport facility 
development and numerous state/county 
highway and bridge projects were among 
ongoing activities requiring Game and 
Parks Commission participation. 
COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING 
Publications during 1990 included the 
State Comprehensive Outdoor Recrea-
tion Plan (SCORP) Action Program to 
meet the requirements of the federal Land 
and Water Conservation Fund Act of 
1965, as extended in 1987, and comple-
tion ofthe draft 1991-1995 SCORP A& 
PP. 
Public opinion expressed through the 
annual "Quality of Life" survey, plus 
others at State Fair and parks sites, have 
also been used to evaluate Nebraska's 
recreation needs. Surveys show both a 
real satisfaction with existing oppor-
tunities while offering practical sugges-
tions for needed improvements, 
including swimming opportunities at In-
dian Cave State Park. 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Agency Projects $ 109,750 (
60%) 
Local Community Projects 
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Habitat establishment is 
a never-ending task on 
all ag ency lands. 
Outdoor recreation potential determines priority for land acquisition. 
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Realty 
The Realty Division was involved in 
land acquisitions, appraisals, lease 
renewals, payments and cancellations, 
lea se renewals , appraisal review s, 
negotiations, and public hearings during 
1990. 
Among activities canied on during the 
year were: 
• Appraisals were made on 19 tracts 
with nine contracted and 10 done by 
staff. Four of the tracts were purchased 
during the year, with options to pur-
chase on four more. The others are in 
various stages of negotiation or are no 
longer being considered for acquisi-
tion. 
• Seventeen tracts taken before the 
Habitat Committee and Administra-
tion have been turned down for ac-
quisition. 
• Funds from the Habitat Program were 
used to acquire 11 tracts representing 
1,850.60 acres. 
• Eighteen appraisals were reviewed in 
1990, of which 14 were contracted and 
four done by staff. 
• 97 tracts have been purchased and 
des ign ate d wildlife management 
areas since 1977 when the Habitat 
Program began. The in-lieu of taxes 
paid to 36 counties in 1990 amounted 
to $43,629.11 on 18,239.27 acres. 
The Game and Parks Commission cur-
rently leases 74 areas through the Realty 
Division at a cost of$105,575. A break-
down of those types of leases and their 
cost in 1990 is: 
• Accessways: $420 
• 14 Canoe Campsites: $2,702 
• Habitat Areas, Fisheries, Grazing, 
Recreation: $27,649 
• Office Space in Lincoln, Omaha and 
Kearney: $6,900 
• 14 Storage Areas: $22,136 
• 17 Tower Leases: $11,696 
• Work Areas: $32,950 
• Hanger Space: $660 
• Post Office Boxes: $460 
Parks 
The Division of State Parks is respon-
sible for administration and operation of 
Nebraska's system of state park areas. 
The division provides necessary resource 
protection and enhancement measures to 
assure quality outdoor recreation ex-
periences for present and future genera-
tions of park users. 
The State Park System is made up 87 
areas with a total of 149,233 acres-
67,346 acres of land and 81,886 acres of 
marsh or water. Within the system are 
seven state parks totalling 30,095 acres; 
69 state recreation areas which encom-
pass 116, 71 7 acres; and 11 state historical 
parks totalling 2,420 acres. 
To maintain and operate the park 
system's 87 areas, the Commission 
employs a permanent staff of 112 people, 
plus 13 staffers in support areas, and sup-
plemented by 614 temporary employees. 
Only 37 of the park areas are staffed by 
on-site personnel and 89 of the permanent 
field employees are stationed there. The 
remaining 23 field positions are assigned 
to other recreation areas, and seven park 
maintenance crews maintain and operate 
28 other recreation areas. 
The 614 temporary, seasonal 
employees assisted the parks staff during 
the recreation season. Several areas used 
volunteer services of local groups, 
military units and campground hosts. 
Trail rides remain extremely popular with parks visitors. 
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Park Horticulture and Landscape Program 
A~·boretum at Mahoney State Park is new innovation. 
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During 1990, the lodge and grounds of Fort Robin-
son were renovated, with old shade trees removed and 
new ones planted, and a formal hedge added. 
Major projects included landscaping the new camp-
ground at Chadron, planting highway screens for camp-
grounds at Niobrara and Oliver Reservoir, and a 
windbreak behind the visitor center at Bowring Ranch. 
Landscaping and wildflower plantings were 
planned, and successful plantings were established at· 
Indian Cave, Mahoney, Keller, Willow Creek, Enders 
and Johnson Lake. Other plantings were started at 
Sherman, Fort Atkinson, Brnnched Oak, Lewis and 
Clark, Niobrara, Fort Hartsuff, Louisville and areas 
near Grand Island. 
Nursery production is a major part of the horticulture 
program. During 1990 a new technique was utilized, 
with about 1,000 shade trees planted in root control 
bags, which reduces subsequent expense and labor. 
Projects at Mahoney Park included landscaping 
the main lodge, activity building, numerous cabins 
and waterway. Flower beds and day lily beds were 
planted at several areas, and 30 acres surrounding the 
new fishing lake were seeded to grass and mulched. 
(Right) Man y volunteers 
including blacksmiths, 
provide demonstrations at 
several parks. 
Mahoney Park water slide 
provides refreshing thrills 
PROJECTS FOR 1990 
New capital construction authority by 
program for the 1990/91 fiscal year, 
totalled $1,080,000 with the majority, 
$670,000, allocated for Mahoney Park 
development. Building Renewal Funds 
(309 projects), totalled $303,937 with 
work done at 6 parks areas. The largest 
was at Fort Robinson ($225,522) and the 
smallest at Louisville ($2,650). Other 
areas were Johnson Lake, Buffalo Bill 
Ranch, Enders and Niobrara. 
Other projects during the year in-
cluded: 
• Construction of a sod house at Bowr-
ing Ranch SHP completed and opened 
to the public. 
• A 70-pad campground with electrical 
hookups built at Chadron, and 200 
trees planted and a shower building 
nearing completion. 
• 44 electrical hookups added to the 
Lake Ogallala campground. 
• A number of boat ramps at Lake Mc-
Conaughy extended due to low water. 
• New boat ramp installed at Swanson, 
and ramps at Enders and Red Willow 
widened or extended. Medicine Creek 
received a new fish-cleaning station. 
• 60,000 trees planted by staff and 
volunteers in bum areas at Fort Robin-
son as part of the 10-year reforestation 
program. 
• Visitor center, entrance road and rhino 
barn constructed at the new Ashfall 
SHP. 
• New group facility constructed and 
opened at Niobrara State Park, with a 
new swimming pool under way for 
1991 opening. 
• Many new facilities were completed at 
the new Mahoney State Park, includ-
ing 28 cabins, tennis complex, conser-
vatory/greenhouse, tent camping area, 
Interstate 80 interchange, the lodging 
portion of the main lodge, and much 
more. 
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VISITATION 
During 1990, there was a total of 
14,315 registrations at the seven parks 
with cabins, involving 64,308 par-
ticipants staying for 162,403 user/days. 
Fee camping areas had 79,141 registra-
tions and 246,320 participants, totalling 
626,370 camper/days. 
Park visitors spent $159,573 to enjoy 
park trail rides; $662,693 on camping 
fees and $713,574 on Park Entry Permits. 
The total revenue collected from all ser-
vices and facilities in Nebraska's parks 
was $3,350,400. 

Resource Services 
The primary responsibilities of the 
Resources Services Division are develop-
ment, improvement and maintenance of 
wildlife habitat. This involves lands and 
facilities on state wildlife management 
areas and administration of the Nebraska 
Wildlife Habitat Plan, which involves 
Game and Parks Commission controlled 
lands, private lands, and lands under con-
trol of other governmental agencies. 
The division is responsible for: 
• Management of captive waterfowl and 
pheasant production flocks 
• Management of elk, buffalo, and 
bighorn sheep herds 
• Management of controlled hunting 
areas such as the Sacramento-Wilcox 
Area, the Clear Creek Area; and the 
Randall W. Schilling Area 
• Nest box management 
• Technical land reconnaissance 
• Providing facilities for sporting dog 
training and field trials 
• Coordination with and assistance to 
other governmental agencies and 
groups 
• Technical assistance to farmers, 
ranchers, sportsmen groups and in-
dividuals 
Wildlife Land Acquisitions (Acres) 
3,981 
1,302 
1987 1988 1989 1990 
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Wildlife land acquisition is an impor-
tant part of the Nebraska Wildlife Habitat 
Plan and each year division personnel 
conduct numerous technical land recon-
naissances. The information they develop 
on land is presented to a habitat screening 
committee, and each area is assigned a 
priority rating for acquisition. 
During 1990, 3,981 acres ofland were 
acquired for the growing list of state 
Wildlife Management areas . Since 1977, 
the acquisition program has purchased 
22,897 acres of land at a cost of 
$9,715,458. 
The Wildlife Habitat Improvement 
Program (WHIP) is designed to create 
new wildlife habitat on farms and 
ranches, and to enhance existing habitat. 
For this purpose, the Commission 
provides 75% of the program funds, and 
the Natural Resources Districts provide 
the remaining 25%. Currently, some 
1,383 cooperators are participating in the 
program. This has enrolled 8,403 acres in 
various habitat practices. About 35% of 
the lands are open to public access. 
The division administers all sporting 
dog training and field trial activities in the 
state. During 1990 there were 27 or-
ganized clubs listed on the state roster, 
and they conducted a total of 77 trials 
during the year, with 31 % held on state-
owned or operated lands. During the year, 
17 trials were held at Branched 
Oak. There were 1,628 dogs entered in the 
trials, and nearly 5,000 people attended. 
Crop and habitat plantings require management like any farm. 
During 1990 the Resource Services 
Division was involved in a number of 
efforts to enhance wildlife habitat 
through the Nebraska Habitat Program. 
Among those efforts were: 
• The allocation of 45 ,000 trees to 
farmers and ranchers for wildlife 
habitat plantings 
• The distribution of 1,200 5-pound 
bags of seed mixtures to be planted as 
wildlife food plots 
• The distribution of 5,500 pounds of 
grain sorghum (milo) to be used for 
planting of food plots for wildlife. 
Among the projects involving public 
land habitat improvements during 1990 
were: 
• Providing seed for the County Road-
side Seeding Program. The Division 
received requests from 33 counties, 
and some $39,000 was expended on 
this practice. 
• Provided funding for the Living 
Snowfence Program along state and 
county roadsides. $20,000 was made 
avaiable to counties in 1990, but only 
$7,165 was actually utilized. 
• Continued coordination efforts with 
the U.S. Forest Service for various 
habitat developments and protective 
projects, such as habitat improvement 
and protection on McKelvie, Bessey, 
and the Pine Ridge Forest Service 
lands. 
• To date, over $202,400 has been ex-
pended on these areas. Habitat 
development included tree and shrub 
plantings, grass and legume seedings, 
oats and sweet clover seedings, and 
food plot plantings. About $8,000 was 
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expended for those purposes during 
1990. 
• Again coordinated efforts with U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers at Harlan 
County Reservoir for various habitat 
projects including numerous tree and 
shrub plantings, grass and legume 
seedings and food plot plantings. fen-
ces were also erected at several loca-
tions. To date the Commission has 
expended approximately $866,000 for 
wildlife habitat improvement on this 
area. 
• Completed projects on numerous state 
wildlife management areas across the 
state (25,000 acres) including some 
65,000 trees and shrubs planted, 
numerous grass-legume plantings, 
and food plot plantings. 
Wildlife 
The Wildlife Division is responsible 
for developing research and management 
programs associated with game and non-
game mammals and birds of the state, 
which are categorized as: big game, 
upland game, waterfowl, furbearers, and 
nongame, or threatened and endangered. 
Wildlife research studies provide in-
formation that assists in development of 
management programs, and to aid Law 
Enforcement, Resource Services and 
other divisions. 
Management programs attempt to pro-
vide the maximum hunting, trapping and 
recreational opportunity for sportsmen 
and women, and to develop regulations 
that ensure adequate safeguards for the 
resource. 
Division personnel collect data to 
determine populations, productivity, har-
vest information, conduct banding 
studies, document habitat changes and 
impact, develop practices to protect 
threatened or endangered species, and 
study non-native species for suitability 
for introduction. The division is respon-
sible for monitoring private game farm 
operations, controlled shooting areas, fal-
conry operations and pheasant rearing 
programs through the game farm opera-
tion at Wilcox and the day-old chick 
cooperator program. Species ID from blood serum was developed by Dave Oates. 
80,000 
78,000 
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RESEARCH PROGRAMS 
Effects of"peaking" on insect popula-
tions on the Missouri River has been 
computer analyzed and a first draft of 
results completed. 
A paper dealing with external 
parasites in pheasants was published by 
the Journal of Wildlife Diseases. 
A manual on wildlife forensics has 
been reviewed and edited for printing in 
March 1991. 
A study involving waterfowl 
breastbones continued, with emphasis 
placed on measumg birds for field per-
sonnel comparisons. Kits containing 
breastbone molds, identification keys and 
a video tape were distributed to state and 
federal fish and game agencies . 
A federally funded study dealing with 
the identification of fish fillets is under-
way with a goal of identifying freshwater 
fish that are caught either by sport or 
commercial fishermen, and to determine 
the original length of the fish. A video 
tape, booklet and key are being prepared. 
Other activities include bone, hair and 
tissue identification , speciation of 
watefowl breastbones and fish fillets, 
sexing of pheasant and turkey parts, dis-
tinguishing wild from domestic fowl and 
time and cause of death. There was also 
consultations on forensic problems, dis-
eases, and chemical problems with other 
divisions and outside agencies, plus 
programs and lectures for students, con-
servation officers, biologists and sporting 
organizations. 
Research often involves a mix of equip-
ment and techniques. 
Deer (Firearm Season) Deer (Archery Season) 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
DEER (Firearm season) 
Deer populations remained at a high 
level in most areas of the state but success 
was generally down in 1990. The best 
deer uknit continued to be the Frenchman 
in the southwest. With the regular 
firearm, one late season, a statewide muz-
zleloader season, and archery, 35,242 
deer were taken in 1990. 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
DEER (Archery season) 
Archers continued to enjoy good deer 
hunting in 1990, with 24 percent of the 
12,464 permit holders bagging their 
deer- a harvest of2,961 deer. 
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MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 
• A statewide census of Nebraska's 
wintering bald eagles was made in 
early January with 857 bald eagles 
found in the state. 
• Sightings ofblack-footed ferrets, river 
otters, whooping cranes and swift fox 
were recorded and attempts made to 
verify. Several comprehensive reports 
documenting sites used by whooping 
cranes were prepared. 
• Bobcat carcasses from legally har-
vested animals were analyzed for age 
and reproductive performance. One 
hundred bobcats were harvested 
during the 1990-91 hunting and trap-
ping season. 
• Seventeen falconry and 5 coyote aerial 
shooting permits were issued. 
• Information on the status and distribu-
tion of over 600 plant and animals 
species and ecological communities is 
stored in a computerized data system. 
• Over 200 bluebird nest record reports 
were received from the public and the 
efforts summarized and published in 
the 1990 Nebraska Bluebird Directory 
for distribution. 
• Initial drafts of recovery plans on the 
bald eagle, swift fox, blowout 
penstemon, blacknose shiner, pearl 
dace, northern redbelly dace, and 
finescale dace were prepared. 
• Intensive research was conducted on 
least tern and piping plover nesting 
colonies located on the Platte and 
Loup rivers to develop management 
recommendations to ensure protection 
of nesting sites. Ground surveys were 
also conducted to determine size and 
success of breeding populations. In an 
effort to deter human disturbance, 
areas were posted to restrict access, 
and efforts made to educate users of 
the river about terns and plovers. 
• Over 150 consultations were held with 
varous agencies to discuss activites by 
those agencies that might impact on 
Bird banding is among extensive field work of nongame management. 
endangered and threatened species. 
• Funds were collected from 1989 in-
come tax returns to mark the sixth year 
of the state income tax checkoff pro-
gram. A total of $86,0 IO was col-
1 ected, netting $76 ,010 for the 
program after the Department of 
Revenue ' s fee of $10,000 was 
removed. Projects utilizing these 
funds included: 
• Funding was provided for a UN-L re-
search contract to study the status of 
the blowout penstemon and provide 
propagation and restoration. 
• Two river otters from Alaska were 
released on the Platte River, and ef-
forts made to secure otters at two new 
sites in 1991. Over 110 otters have 
been released at five sites to date. 
• Eleven contracts were issued through 
the Cooperative Conservation Pro-
gram to schools, cities, and conserva-
tion clubs and organizations for 
projects to benefit nongame wildlife. 
• A computer fish-habitat model was 
developed to help identify instream 
flows necessary to sustain fish as 
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forage by the least terns on the Platte. 
• Funding was provided to a project to 
produce a breeding population of the 
endangered peregrine falcon in 
downtown Omaha. Three captive-
bred falcons were purchased and 
released. 
• A mountain plover survey was con-
ducted in Box Butte and Kimball 
counties. One nest with three eggs was 
located- the first evidence of plovers 
nesting in Nebraska since 1983. 
• The existence of four species of 
threatened fish was verified in Cherry, 
Keya Paha, Brown and Rock counties, 
and two new locations were identified. 
• Implementation of the Nebraska 
Natural Areas Register was begun. 
Rules and regulations for the program 
were finalized and a brochure 
prepared and made available to the 
public. 
• Field surveys were made to verify old 
records and locate new occurrences of 
rare plant species tracked in the 
Natural Heritage database. 
TIJRKEY (Spring shotgun 
season) 
Pheasant Turkey populations were below levels 
of preceding years. Spring harvest was 
700,000 4,107birdsand the fall harvest was 3,858. 
Archery permit sales were 1,447 for the 
600,000 spring season and 7 60 for the fall. Harvest 
was 214 gobbler in the spring and 159 
500,000 
birds in the fall. 
PHEASANT 
400,000 The summer rural mail carrier survey 
1987 1988 1989 1990 indicated an 8 percent decrease statewide in the pheasant population. However, 
preliminary figures indicate a minimum 
harvest of 670,000 pheasants in 1990, up 
about 25 percent from 1989. 
Quail QUAIL 
Summer surveys indicated a 6 percent 
500,000 decrease in the quail population. Prelimi-
nary figures show a 1990 harvest of 
550,000 birds, up 20 percent from the 
400,000 previous year, but the number of hunters 
was also up by 15 percent. 
300,000 
GROUSE 
200,000 Spring breeding ground survey results 
showed a 13 percent decrease in grouse 
100,000 from 1989. Prairie chickens showed an 8 
1987 1988 1989 1990 percent decrease and sharptails were 
down 26 percent. The 1990 harvest was 
about 65,000, down about IO percent 
from 1989. 
Squirrel COTTONTAIL RABBIT 
Summer surveys showed an 8 percent 
100,000 decrease in rabbit numbers from 1989. 
80,000 
Harvest data shows 170,000 rabbits taken 
in 1990, up 35 percent over the previous 
year, due irt part to better snow cover, 
60,000 increasing visibility for hunters. 
40,000 SQUIRREL 
Squirrel harvest was about 100,000 in 
20,000 1990, up 25 percent over 1989. 
1987 1988 1989 1990 
37 
WATERFOWL 
For the 16th consecutive year, avian 
cholera killed ducks and geese in south-· 
central Nebraska during spring migra-
tion. The number of waterfowl carcasses 
picked up in the Rainwater Basin was 725 
between february 22 and April 13. The 
duck breeding population in the Sandhills 
was estimated at about 81,000, down 40 
percent from 1989. 
Production of Canada geese at 
Sacramento WMA resulted in the release 
of552 goslings in the North Platte Valley 
in Garden County. An additional 776 wild 
Canada geese were banded in the 
Sandhills in 1990. 
Preliminary figures indicate a duck 
harvest of about 120,000, and a goose 
harvest of about 45,000 in 1990. 
Work was completed on two assess-
ment studies. Final reports will be used 
by a multi-agency work team for 
predesignation of Rainwater Basin wet-
lands as either suitable or unsuitable for 
fill activities under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act. 
Work continued on the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency-sponsored 
multi-agency effort to provide enhanced 
gegulatory guidance for future proposed 
Rainwater Basin wetland filling. This 
program identifies wetlands unsuitable 
for fill. All technical studies were final-
ized and published in 1990, with infonna-
tion meetings scheduled in early 1991 . 
An inventory and assessment of east-
ern Nebraska saline wetlands was com-
pleted in 1990, funded in part by a $6,500 
grant from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. The report and maps 
were distributed to provide infonnation 
on the location and values of this rare 
wetland community. An additional 
$12,500 grant was received to produce a 
magazine article, slide show and poster in 
1991 to increase public awareness. 
Duck Harvest Goose Harvest 
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Wetlands Acquisition (Acres) 
1987 1988 
ANTELOPE (Firearm 
season) 
Only the North Sioux Unit was open 
to firearm hunting, with 100 bucks-only 
permits authorized and 17 additional 
landowner permits issued; 99 antelope 
were taken. 
ANTELOPE (Archery 
season) 
Archery success was 12 percent, with 
19 antelope taken by 158 permittees. 
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1989 1990 
FURBEARERS 
Marked .declines were again seen in 
the number of fur harvesters (37%), total 
harvest (37%), and total ha·rvest value 
(52%) from the previous year. Harvest 
declined for all species except beaver and 
gray fox, and harvest value declined for 
all species. 


